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Learn to Sail on the St. John River
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The Fredericton Yacht Club, its members, the City of Fredericton and the New Brunswick Sailing Association are establishing the Fredericton Youth Sailing School.  The sailing school will be located at the Small Craft Aquatic centre, operated by the City, and the sailing will take place on the river in the downtown area. Every summer similar schools in the province introduce hundreds of youth to the environmentally friendly and challenging pursuit of sailing.

Through scholarship programs the Fredericton Yacht Club hopes to give to as many youth as possible the opportunity to learn to sail.  Having the school here will be a great addition to the downtown waterfront as a vibrant center of activity and tourism.

We may have future National Champions and Olympians right here in Fredericton. Derek Hatfield, one of our supporters from the Fredericton area, finished third in the last race around the world alone. He sets a great example for youth from the area who want to learn to sail.

Downtown Fredericton Inc. has been instrumental in the beginnings of so many ongoing and successful events, festivals and infrastructure that could not exist without its support. In this fashion, Downtown Fredericton Inc. has become one of the first sponsors of the Fredericton Youth Sailing School, added to that list of exceptional things that make Fredericton such a great place.

To promote the FYSS, a two-week Junior Sailing Program will be held this August in Fredericton.  The goal of the program is to teach safe and proper handling of a small sailboat while developing an enthusiasm and love of the sport.

The Royal Kennebeccasis Yacht Club (RKYC) of Saint John will deliver the program this year.  This is a pilot for the Fredericton Youth Sailing School.  The course is taught according to the Canadian Yachting Association’s (CYA) standards emphasizing safety, theory, boat handling and sportsmanship.  The program will be taught by CYA qualified instructors who are in attendance at all times both on land and on the water in coach boats.

Age of participants:
6 to 17 years

Dates:

August 2 to August 13, 2004 (including NB Day holiday)

Times:

Two-week course runs from Monday to Thursday, 9:00 am to 4:00 pm and Friday, 9:00 am to 1:00 pm.

Cost:

$300.00 per person + HST = $345.00

Location:
Small Craft Aquatic Centre, next to Old Government House on the St. John River, Woodstock Road

Supplies needed for the course:
MOT approved life jacket, rubber soled sneakers or sailing boots, sunscreen, a lunch every day, hat and light jacket or sweater.

Registration:
To register visit the RKYC webpage at www.rkyc.nb.ca (go to quick link on the home page).  For further information contact the club at rkyc1@nbnet.nb.ca
For information about the Fredericton Youth Sailing School scheduled to open in 2005 contact the Fredericton Recreation Division at 460-2230.

For more information on the fundraising initiative if the Fredericton Yacht Club, contact Mike Corbett at 459-4531.
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